
CHANNEL TO CHANNEL (Part 2 - Exmoor) 

11th to 23rd May 2019 

9  units  arrived  ready  for  action  on  Saturday,  and  were 
welcomed with tea and cakes, and a list of activities to keep 
us out of mischief.  We were taken to the Anchor Inn for 
our welcome meal which was excellent.  Cheerful service 
and a good menu selection to suit all tastes and appetites.

The   first  week’s  walks 
began on Sunday with one 
day off planned for Thursday.  During this 
time  we  started  our  van  competitions 
which  included  recognising  landmark 
photos,  origami,  drawing   nursery 

rhymes, a foodie quiz, conkers and a word 
search.  

Monday  night,  the  men  were  challenged  to 
create and cook drop scones on barbecues, with 
some  interesting  techniques  displayed.   The 
ladies did a blind tasting, in  bake-off tradition,  
awarding   points  for  appearance,  texture  and 
taste. We then used the barbecues to cook dinner 
and the desserts were, of course, drop scones.

The  conker  competition  started  slowly  with  everyone 
reliving  their  youth.   As  people  got  their  killer  instincts 
back, things hotted up and no quarter was given.  The final 
victor was Gordon, with Rosemary coming second.  Great 
fun.

After a welcome day of leisure, we were back in our boots 
for the next three walks, all approx. 7 miles, with hills featuring strongly! 

Friday night we enjoyed fish and chips provided by our rally officers, and 
hosted in Bob's "village hall".  After our walk on Saturday we stopped for 



a  scrumptious  cream tea,  and  Saturday  night  we  had  a  sausage  sizzle, 
cooked in the site fire-pit, along with jacket potatoes etc.    Sunday's walk 
started with coffee at the tea-room and, after a very pretty walk, mostly 
following the river, we ended up at the Exmore Forest Inn for a welcome 
rest and drink, and to wait for the coach.

Moving onto Lynton for the last leg we met, as before, for 
tea and cakes, and an evening of Mexican 
trains.   After  two  more  really  enjoyable 
walks, we arrived at Lynmouth Pavilion to 
collect  our  final  passport  stamps, 
certificates and badges, with high fives all 
round!  We were elated, but a little sad to 
leave  such  a  pretty  area,  and  our  happy 
little band.

On  our  arrival  back  at  the  site,  we  had  a 
celebration  drink  to  toast  our  success  and  our 
origami creations were displayed and judged. We 
were then taken to the Beggar's   Roost  for our 
final meal.  Rosemary and John Harrington-Lynn 
sadly had to leave the group earlier in the week, 
but  had  very  generously  left  us  a  cash  gift  to 
enjoy a drink with them.  

 All  the  winners  of  the  competitions  were  awarded  their  prizes.  Roy 
expressed the sincere thanks of the group to the rally officers who had 
worked hard to make the rally a success, and to give us such a great time.

We all thoroughly enjoyed our time walking in this gorgeous countryside; 
the weather was as good as last  year,  perfect  for  the long walks.   The 
“treats” were plentiful and much enjoyed; the entertainment great fun and  
the  competitions  thought-provoking,  as  always!   We  thank  Gordon, 
Christine and Bob for  all  their  hard work,  and ingenuity.    Last  year's 
“expedition” was a hard act to follow, but they did it with ease.  Many, 
many thanks.

Pat Potter
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