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We 21 members gathered at Monmouth Caravan Site on the 2 
September 2018 with some trepidation. 177 Miles, 16 walking 
days with a few estimated 14 to 16 milers and most days double 
digits promised. 
 
We were handed the very impressive Brochure detailing each 
days itinerary with pictures and maps plus a personalized cotton 
ICA/Offa's Dyke goody bag containing a very effective whistle 
with instructions to blast once to warn of oncoming cars or 
bikes, three blasts for attracting one of the Leaders attention for 
a drink stop, a regroup or an injury and, worryingly, six blasts 
which is the international distress signal!, a smart blue ICA/
Offa's Dyke cap and a decorated Offa's Dyke pebble to carry all 
the way to the end. After a welcome afternoon cuppa and cake, 
we were given the opportunity of recording our pre-walk weight, 
I am guessing an ICA first. The Riverside Hotel in Monmouth 
was just a stroll from the site and the venue for our excellent 
and convivial welcome meal. 

 
Not the most auspi-
cious start wandering 
in the reed beds 
around Sedbury on 
the Severn estuary 
looking for a rock 
marking the start of 
the walk from South 
Wales to North 
Wales, but our Rally 
Officers, with the help 
of several GPS re-

ceivers, soon got us on our way. Just 9.5 miles planned over 5 
hours to Tintern Station with a view of Tintern Abbey from Dev-
il's Pulpit and the promise of tea, cake, ice cream and a coach. 

(continued) 
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Throughout the walks, the Rally Officers were very accurate in 
estimating the timing if not the distances! 
 
Day 2 was an 11.5 mile, 6.5 hours back to the site and Day 3 
just 9 miles over 5 hours though cider orchards to Hogs Head 
where the Landlord allowed the coach to park provided we pur-
chased a drink. No objections were voiced.  
 
Day 4 just 6.5 miles to 
Lancaster Arms, Pandy, 
passing the Norman 
White Castle, where we 
viewed the upcoming 
Black Mountains and ex-
pressed our disappoint-
ment that the Lancaster 
Arms was now just a B 
and B. 
 
After a rest day when we 
moved to Kington, whose claim to fame seems to be the Pie 
Shop, we travelled back to Pandy and tackled the 15.5 mile 

(very wet) trip to Hay on 
Wye. I should state here 
that the published OS dis-
tances very seldom tied 
up with the many GPS 
units and it certainly felt 
like the 17.5 miles sug-
gested by some. But we 
all made it JUST and 
looked forward to the next 
day which was our first 
REST DAY. Not only a 

rest day but a fish and chip supper day as well so no cooking 
just catching up on domestic chores and resting......  

(continued) 
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We had lost count of the days by now but walked the 14.5 miles 
from Hay on Wye back to the site over 8.5 hours covering 
Hergest Ridge, made famous by Mike Oldfield of Tubular Bells 
fame in his second album of that name, but also known for its 
“Munt” wild ponies. 
 
The next day, after 13.5 miles to Knighton, we had time for tea 
and cake or a beer and also a look around the busy sheep mar-
ket. It was on this walk we saw the first sight of King Offa's 
Dyke. He was an English King of Mercia between AD 757 and 
796. There is some discussion amongst academics as to how 
much he constructed or whether he connected up to other 
dykes but he must have had some power to arrange the work. 
 
Another moving day up the 1.5km drive to the very impressive 
Mellington Hall, a grand house with many static caravans in its 
grounds. 
 

Thursday 13 September 
was a special day. Today 
we would pass the half-
way point but there was a 
price to pay as always. 
This was promised to be 
our toughest day and it 
was. Starting at the Offa's 
Dyke Visitors Centre, the 
hills were steep and kept 
coming. 

 
We stopped and had our pictures 
taken at the halfway signpost. Esti-
mated 14 miles but 8.5 hours al-
lowed. We crawled into Mellington 
Hall site and some stopped in its 
well-stocked bar beside roaring log 
fire.           (continued) 
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Time for a few party tricks, Trevor Crowther impressed us with 
his card tricks, Steve Harvey entertained us with his silly Train 
game and yours truly confused everyone with some Black Mag-
ic. The Rally Leaders very sensibly allocated Friday as a Rest 
Day but we all gathered in the Hall to sample their full English 
Breakfast to energise ourselves after the previous day's efforts. 
 
Onwards and surprisingly not upwards, 12.5 miles of fairly level 
ground in 7 hours to Buttington where the village pub was 
closed! But tonight we had an excellent Halfway Dinner and 
evening in the Mellington Hall Hotel Restaurant. 
 
An early start the next day for the move to Llansantffraid. For 
some even earlier because, due to a heavy storm the night be-
fore, a tree was moving in the wind. In fact, the earth below Ste-
ve and Jinx's van was moving! Within 30 minutes of the Site 
Manager being informed, the area was cleared of vans and a 
digger brought in to push it completely over. 
 
Easy day today, walking alongside the Severn and the Mont-
gomery Canal back to the motor homers site. Because we were 
on split sites, the motor homers entertained the caravanners’ to 
high tea in the sunshine before they returned to their nearby 
site. 

 
 
The following day 
we reached the 
summit of 
Moelydd with a 
stunning 360-
degree view and 
a toposcope (look 
it up, I had to). 
 
 

(continued) 
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Then a moving day to Llangollen, a tourist town famous for its 
Eisteddfod but with an open pub, pie shop, outdoor gear shop, 
train station and canal. Perfect. 

 
The next day we 
walked to the site with 
a highlight of walking 
pass Chirk Castle and 
over the amazing Pont-
cysyllte Aqueduct albe-
it in the pouring rain 
with lunch “sheltering” 
under a tree. 

Onward the next day along 
the moor ridge with ever in-
creasing views and the occa-
sional glimpse of the sea and 
heading for an excellent com-
munity shop/cafe where we 
waited and waited for the 
coach which got lost coming 
to us and lost heading back to 
the site. 

 
Final move day and just 
three days to go. An 
easy, becoming hilly 
walk up Foel Fenlli and 
down to an isolated car 
park where, with some 
brave driving by the 
Coach driver, in the 
very, very narrow lane, 
our transport awaited.  
 

(continued) 
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The narrow road continued for 5 miles and we applauded the 
driver when we finally reached a B road. 
 
The penultimate day was just 9 miles but involved several 
climbs including the ramparts of Moel y Gaer and back to the 
site. 
 
Day 16. Just an 8 
miles stroll to 
Prestatyn but even 
then a sting in the tail, 
reaching the highest 
point of the Prestatyn 
Hills and then steeply 
down to the town. Or-
der of the day was 
blue ICA/Offa's Dyke 
caps on and led by 
the four Rally Leaders 
through the town. We 
approached the sculpture marking the end of our walk to be wel-

comed by a waving crowd. 
 

What a surprise with ICA 
Members travelling from 

afar to meet us with 
Ron and Heather, 
Dick and Di, Beryl and 
Chris forming a wel-
come party. Corks 

popped, bubbles 
flowed, our Passports 

handed in for entry to the 
Offa's Dyke Hall of Fame, peb-

bles are thrown into the sea and shoes and socks removed to 
cool our feet in the water. 

(continued) 
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A special and lovely ICA welcome and the end to an exhausting 
challenge. 
 

Back at the site, we had our final weigh in and Don lost an 
amazing 5 kg. To balance things, I had put ON 3kg. 
 
The Final Dinner was in the White House restaurant on the site 
where, after a lovely meal and usual speeches, our Certificates 
of Completion where handed out. The final tally, ratified by Stra-
va, was 191.6 miles with a total ascent of 28,437 feet! Everest is 
29028 feet from sea level. 
 
The Rally Leaders, Steve and Marina Harvey and Don and Les-
ley Roebuck were thanked. It was a big undertaking, with record 
ICA walking distance in a day exceeded. All members had to dig 
deep on most days and it was only serious, albeit temporary 
medical conditions, that prevented everyone walking every day. 
 
For those who have been inspired by what can be achieved, 
check out page 38, or the ICA website for details of the 2020 
Classic Coast to Coast!!! 
 
Bob Lukins. 



	

 
Steve & Marina   Don & Les 

Give their warmest greetings to you 
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Whistle 
 
Within your welcome pack 
is a whistle, which we 
hope you will wear around 
your neck, this is an 
essential piece of kit for 
everyone to carry, with the 
main purpose of 
the whistle being 
for emergency signalling. 
The International distress signal is 6 blasts repeated with an 
interval of one minute between each series of 6 blasts. 
We can also use it for our own purposes, to that end please 
see below; 
1 long blast – warn others of approaching cars/cyclists etc. 
Instead of repeated calls of Car or Bike!!! Etc. 
3 blasts – attract the attention of the leaders, if you feel 
anything should be brought to there attention. 
Like a drink stop, to regroup or for injury etc. 
 
Weight Competition. 
Please step onto the scales and enter your weights inside the 
back cover (in KG’s) so that you can see if you lose any 
weight during the hike. 
A prize awaits the person who loses the most. 
 
  



Welcome 
Welcome to this the ICA Offa’s Dyke Trail challenge for 2018, 
this is a 177 mile walk which has not been recced by us apart 
from the start and finish points so please be aware that we 
might go slightly wrong at times but we have maps, guide 
books and GPS so if we do go wrong please be tolerant while 
we get back on track. 
Aims & Objectives 

Our Aim 
Our aim is for everyone on this holiday to be happy, enjoy 
themselves and importantly have some fun. 

To that end we have put together a varied programme of 
walking, some nice restaurants to enjoy and relax, we will be 
staying in a variety of campsites and of course we are 
planning to hold some Happy Hours to enjoy which most of 
you know have become a standard within ICA, however this 
will all be dependant on the weather and how we feel. 

We have also created this detailed itinerary of the days ahead 
to help prepare you for what is to come.   

Objectives 
Our objective is for all of you to complete the entire length of 
177 miles of the Offa’s Dyke Trail. 

To that end we respectfully ask you not to pick and choose 
which days you may or may not walk, we will all set out as a 
team and hopefully complete it all as a team. 

We can all do it and by sticking together and helping each 
other we believe we can achieve our objective.  



List of Participants 
 
Surname First Names Mobile Vehicle Reg 
Bartholomew John & Catie 07519953971 Caravan VA 62 HRE 
Crowther Trevor & Sue 07983398181 Caravan R10 TSC 
Danks Clive & Sue 07740682659 Motorhome 700 CDX 
De la Feuillade Graham & Beryl 07711688836 Motorhome 3860 PG 

Gambrell Gordon & 
Christine 0793242516 Motorhome KX 12 ETR 

Harvey Steve & Marina 07789424187 Motorhome MH 52 SJH 
Lukins Bob 07531557985 Caravan WH12FVL 
MacFadyen Alistair & Helen 07436118838 Motorhome WA14 BSO 
Roebuck Don & Les 07794131795 Motorhome MX14 FWC 
Sanderson Sandy & Jo 07740475097 Caravan VX 65 XPB 
Skinner Les & Jo 07739430865 Motorhome WJ 16 LXW 
Tester/McCullock Steve & Jinx 07766713608 Motorhome YN 12 BYS 
 
Meals Included 
To view your menu choices please look inside the back cover. 
 
Welcome Meal – Sunday 2nd Sept. 
Riverside Hotel - Monmouth 
 
Halfway Meal – Saturday 15th Sept. 
Mellington Hall Country House Hotel 
 
Final Meal – Tuesday 25th Sept. 
The Whitehouse Restaurant- Rhualit 
The following pages contain a full itinerary for this trip; please 
take note of the walking distances and times so that you are 
able to pack sufficient provisions and clothing.  



Sunday 2nd September - Arrival 
We hope you enjoyed your welcome cuppa and slice of cake. 
Tonight we have arranged a welcome meal for you at the 
Riverside Hotel, which is just a short stroll into town. 
We will leave from the site at 7:00pm  
Monmouth Caravan site is situated just a short walk from the 
town where you will find a Waitrose, M&S food hall, Pasty 
Shop and numerous pubs and eating places. So you will have 
ample opportunity to stock up with supplies before we move 
on because shopping facilities are limited unless you decide to 
travel to a bigger town en route. 
The Walk. 
Offa’s Dyke is a challenging but very rewarding walk; we have 
broken the days down into manageable sections so that we all 
will be able to complete this walk. 
We know that some of you like to walk at a different pace to 
others, however as stated in our objective is for all who signed 
up is be able to complete the whole walk. 
On each day we will have a leader and a back marker each 
with a radio, therefore all we request is that during the walks 
for those up front stay in close contact with the leader 
especially if the route is not so obvious, while the back marker 
will bring up the rear. 
If environmental stops are needed during the walk then please 
drop to the back and let the back marker know. 
It is important not to get dehydrated so frequent drink stops 
will be planned depending on the terrain and weather. 
  



Hills 
Yes we have got plenty, we suggest that you climb at your 
own pace and we will all re-group at the top and proceed 
when the last person to arrive is ready. 
Food 
The walk will take us mainly through rural areas and we will be 
passing through some towns and villages, the facilities for 
stocking up on supplies is probably very limited so we 
recommend that you each carry enough food and water to 
sustain you through each day. 
Weather 
Unfortunately this is out of our control, so I am afraid that in 
order to complete this challenge we will have to walk in all 
weathers, so please pack sufficient clothing to cover all 
eventualities. 
The Campsites 
The campsites have been chosen for their proximity to the 
Offa’s Dyke Trail not because of the facilities they offer, so 
please bear with us, as there was not much choice. 
Please note the campsites only accept cash with the exception 
of Mellington Hall and on most you will need some 20p’s to 
use the showers. 
Hall of Fame 
Enclosed in this pack is a completion card to get stamped 
along the trail. Please return to us at the end for us to send off 
to claim your official Offa’s Dyke Certificate, a free key ring 
and be entered into the Hall of Fame.  
  



Monday 3rd September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Sedbury Cliffs to The Old Station Tintern 
Distance: 9.5 Miles Walk Day 01 Time 5 hrs. 
Our 1st day will start from Sedbury Cliff above the beaches of 
the Severn where we will each select a pebble to carry to 
along the trail to Prestatyn for a ceremonial throw into the Irish 
Sea. 
The Dyke itself is first met at the very start of the Trail, the 
Trail passes to the east of Chepstow with views of Chepstow 
Castle, the oldest surviving post Roman fortification in Britain. 

From here the Trail continues its journey north on the eastern 
side of the River Wye high on the tree lined escarpment with a 
number of classic viewpoints, one of the most iconic being the 
view of Tintern Abbey from Devil’s Pulpit. The walk follows an 
undulating path along the edge of the Forest of Dean 
eventually descending towards the Wye and the Old Station 
Café at Tintern where you will have the opportunity to 
purchase refreshments while waiting for the bus.    



Tuesday 4th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
The Old Station Tintern to Monmouth 
Distance: 11.5 Miles Walk Day 02  Time 6.5 hrs. 
 
Today will see us leave 
the Old Station Café 
and follow the Wye 
banks until we ascend 
to skirt the edge of 
Bigswear Wood before 
we eventually descend 
into the village of 
Redwood where you 
can purchase some 
supplies from the village 
store if required and a 
picnic area where we 
shall have lunch.  
 
 
 
We then ascend back up the hill to eventually reach the Round 
House and some great views overlooking Monmouth, we then 
descend back down into Monmouth, on entering the town you 
will be free to explore by yourself by taking in some 
refreshments, shopping etc. before making your own way back 
to the camp site. 
  



Wednesday 5th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Monmouth to the Hogs Head Treadam 
Distance 9.0 Miles Walk Day 03  Time 5 hrs. 
 
Today we will walk 
from the campsite 
leaving behind the 
valley of the Wye 
and we cross a 
corrugated 
landscape of minor 
fields and valleys 
This area is mainly 
sheep country but 
on route you will 
also pass through 
orchards, now 
mainly supplying 
apples to the cider 
industry. The Dyke 
itself is nowhere to 
be found along this 
section of the Trail. 
We eventually arrive at the Hog’s Head where the landlord has 
kindly given permission for the bus to collect us from the car 
park on the understanding that we will at least purchase a 
drink, they do not serve food.  
  



Thursday 6th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Hogs Head Treadam to Pandy 
Distance: 6.5 Miles Walk Day 04  Time 3.5 hrs. 

 
Today is our shortest 
walk taking us to the 
foothills of the Black 
Mountains. As we 
cross the fields and 
meadows you will 
notice the challenge 
ahead, which we have 
saved for another day. 
The Trail passes right 
alongside White 
Castle, a Norman 
castle originally built by 
William Fitz Osbern 
and then greatly 
improved in the 
13th century by Hubert 
de Burgh.  
 

The bus will collect us from the Lancaster Arms in Pandy 
which despite the name is a B&B so offering no refreshment 
facilities.  
However we will be back on site early afternoon for you to 
spend at leisure. 
Weather permitting we will have a Happy Hour  



Friday 7th September  Moving on/Rest Day 

Today we are asked to leave the site by 11:00am and move to 
Fleece Meadow Camp Site, Mill Street, Kington HR5 3AL. 
Lat: 52.201697°N Lon: 003.037125°W 
You can arrive anytime, please drive straight to a pitch and the 
warden will collect the money (£8 pp. + £3 per night with EHU) 
between 5pm & 6pm (Cash). 
Please pay for 5 nights. 
EHU pitches are limited on this site, if you have stated you can 
do without EHU then please park in an area without a power 
point, which are located towards the back of the site. 
This is a lovely convenient site close to the town of Kington but 
the facilities are very basic. 
In the town there is a Spar, Tea Shops, Butcher, Fish & Chips, 
Chinese takeaway and a couple of pubs.  



Saturday 8th September Depart from Site: 8:00am 
Pandy to Hay on Wye 
Distance: 15.5 Miles Walk Day 05  Time 9.5 hrs. 
Today is our longest 
day but reportedly the 
best hence our earlier 
start, unfortunately 
there was no way we 
could find to shorten 
this section because 
once on the ridge there 
was no easy way down 
and no access for a bus 
pick up. 
The walk although long 
is fairly gentle apart 
from the initial climb up 
to the ridge, but once 
up there we walk along 
the top of the Eastern 
edge of the Black 
Mountains, where the 
views will hopefully be outstanding. 
We eventually drop down to Hay on Wye where there will be 
refreshment opportunities while waiting for the bus. 
Be Prepared 
This is a high ridge walk so be prepared for changeable 
weather and cooler temperatures by taking warm layers even 
if its warm at the bottom. As stated this is a long day with no 
refreshment facilities until the end, so please carry enough 
food and water to sustain you for all day walking. 



Sunday 9th September  Rest Day 

We thought that you deserve a rest day today, so feel free to 
do as you please, catch up on your washing, rest those aching 
bones and treat any blisters. 

 

Depending on the weather and how 
we all feel, we could hold a Happy 
Hour later in the afternoon. 

 

There is also a good Fish & 
Chip shop in the Town, so if you 
like we can arrange for a 
delivery (not included in the 
Rally Fee). 

 

 

Have a BBQ. 

 

 

 Or we can do nothing! 

 

  



Monday 10th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Hay on Wye to Kington 

Distance: 14.5 Miles Walk Day 06  Time 8.5 hrs. 
 

Now fully refreshed 
from your day of rest 
we have another fairly 
long day. We start off 
with a stroll along the 
river a complete 
contrast to the 
previous walk, before 
ascending to the 
remote hamlet of 
Newchurch where 
tea/coffee and biscuits 
are available in the 
church. 
 
 
 
We then traverse Disgwylfa Hill one of the highlights of the day 
finishing along Hergest Ridge (which inspired Mike Oldfield of 
Tubular Bells fame 2nd album “Hergest Ridge”) 
This area was also the inspiration for Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
Hound of the Baskervilles. 
 
 Then we will descend back to the campsite. 
  



Tuesday 11th September  Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Kington to Knighton 

Distance: 13.5 Miles Walk Day 07  Time 7.5 hrs. 

 

Todays walk is not 
too demanding, 
climbing out of the 
valley the height is 
gained very 
gradually across a 
huge upland sheep 
walk, we then meet 
up with the Dyke (1st 
time for 50 miles) 
before eventually 
entering the 
woodland of 
Woodland Trust 
owned site of 
Granner Wood. 

 

We then drop down through an area of back lanes and 
garages to the centre of Knighton where if time 
allows we can take refreshments before 
boarding the bus. 

We are now almost at the halfway point,   



Wednesday 12th September  Moving on/Rest Day 

Today we move onto Mellington Hall Caravan Park, 
Mellington, Montgomery. 

SY15 6HX Tel: 01588 620011 

Lat: 52.523040°N Lon:	003.085800°W 

The hall is approached by a long driveway, a new tarmacked 
driveway, which is approximately 1½ km long before passing 
through a Victorian ornamental stone gateway. 

 

 

A Hotel & Resort a 
lovely site with full 
facilities including 
EHU and Satellite 
TV and a laundry 
facility. 

 

On arrival please pay the balance of £75 for the 4 nights. 

There are not any local shops nearby. 

However you can use the restaurant & bar in the Hotel.  

  



Thursday 13th September  Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Knighton to Mellington Hall 

Distance: 14.0 Miles Walk Day 08  Time 8.5 hrs. 

 

Today will probably be our toughest day yet as there are some 
steep but short climbs and some equally steep descents as 
the Dyke superbly preserved in places heads directly and 
uncompromisingly across the green hills of south Shropshire, 
but the scenery is magnificent. 

Just above Newcastle on Clun we will pass the true midpoint 
of the Trail, with its midway marker. 
We eventually arrive back at the campsite.   

 

  



Friday 14th September    Rest Day 

We thought again that you would like a rest; so feel free to do 
as you please. 

Please note that none of the suggested itineraries below have 
been included in the Rally fee, apart from if we choose to hold 
an ICA Happy Hour.  

You can have a leisurely breakfast in the Hotel Restaurant or 
indeed a leisurely lunch.  

However if you fancy some wine tasting then Kerryvale 
vineyard is close by, for details see 
www.kerryvalevineyard.co.uk. 

We could do one their tours (min 12 
persons) say the Vineyard Tour & Wine 
Tasting with Cream Tea @£19pp. 

 

 

Please let us know if you are interested, as we will need to 
book in advance. 

  



Saturday 15th September  Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Mellington Hall to Buttington 

Distance: 12.5 Miles Walk Day 09  Time 7 hrs. 

Today is less challenging with a gentle passage through the 
historic landscape of the Vale of Montgomery. 

There is ample opportunity to see the Dyke itself as it is 
followed across fairly flat but very pleasant terrain for most of 
this section. 
The Dyke and Trail here are also still on the true national 
boundary - as you cross to and fro over the border there are a 
number of occasions where you can have one foot in England 
and one in Wales. 
We then climb to the hill fort of Beacon Ring before 
descending into the Severn Valley and the town of Buttington. 
Where we will embark the bus. 
Unfortunately the pub there will be closed so no refreshment 
opportunities. 
Tonight we have arranged for a Halfway Dinner in the 
Hotel Restaurant.  



Sunday 16th September  Moving on/Rest Day 
Today we move onto two separate campsites within 2 miles of 
each other; 6 Motorhomes have been booked into; 
Vyrnwy Caravan Park, Llansantffraid, Powys. 
SY22 6SY Tel. 01691 828217 
Website: www.vyrnwycaravansltd.co.uk. 
Lat: 52.767098°N Lon: 003.118292°W 
As you pass the old bridge to your right you have to keep 
straight on and pass the actual camping field, then turn in right 
where the static caravans are and you will see the reception, 
the site fee has already been paid, however you will have to 
pay a £5 returnable deposit for the toilet key. 
This is a site with lovely surroundings by the river however 
with basic facilities located just of Offa’s trail. 
2 Motorhomes and 4 Caravans have been booked into 
Bryn Vyrnwy Holiday Park, Llansantffraid, Powys. SY22 6AY 
Tel. 01691 828252 
Website www.brynvyrnwyholidaypark.co.uk 
Lat: 52.780556°N Lon: 003.137778°W 
As you pass the old bridge to your right if you go via the 
B4393 you have to keep straight on and pass the 1st camping 
field, proceed for just over a mile before turning right onto the 
A495 for about another ½ mile and the holiday park should be 
on your right. The site fee will be paid on your behalf, I am 
sorry to say but some of you will have to use your cars to join 
us at the above site (under 2 miles) to commence and return 
for our walks. 
I have arranged with the Caravanners to offer a lift to the 
Motorhomers.  
A Spar and pub with nice restaurant (can recommend) is 
within 1 mile at Llansantffraid. 
  



Monday 17th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Buttington to Vyrnwy 

Distance: 9.5 Miles Walk Day 10  Time 4.5 hrs. 
The walking 
on this stage 
is very straight 
forward with 
delightful 
stretches 
along the river 
Severn and a 
towpath walk 
of exceptional 
ecological and 
historical 
interest on the 
Montgomery 
canal. 
 
The canal was originally used to transport lime to improve the 
farmland of the Severn Valley. The main landmark viewed 
over the River Severn from the Trail is that of the Breidden 
Hills, with Rodney’s Pillar on its summit. 
The monument was built by the gentlemen of 
Montgomeryshire who supplied the oak wood from the area 
and shipped them down the River Severn to Bristol where 
Admiral Rodney’s naval fleet was built. 
 
We eventually return to the campsite.  
  



Tuesday 18th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Vyrnwy to Craignant 

Distance: 12.5 Miles Walk Day 11  Time 7 hrs. 

This is a fascinating days walk whilst never difficult the variety 
of landscapes is exceptional; there are fine views across the 
Craignant valley. 

 
The summit of Moelydd is one of the surprises of the day - the 
360-degree views are stunning and a topascope helps you 
identify the many hills you see. 

We eventually divert from the path to descend down to 
Selattyn where hopefully the bus will be waiting. 

 

Again the pub will probably be closed so once again no 
refreshment opportunities.  



Wednesday 19th September Moving on/Rest Day 

We move on again today to; 
Wern Isaf Farm,  
Llangollen,  
Denbighshire.  
LL20 8DU. 
Tel: 01978 860632. 
Lat: 52.9748°N Lon: 003.1543°W 

On arrival please check in at reception and pay the site fee of 
£69 per double unit or £51 per single unit (Cash) for 3 nights 
including EHU. 

This is a working farm site located very close to Offa’s Trail; it 
has basic facilities, which includes a laundry facility. 

If you need supplies then in Oswestry there are several 
supermarkets to choose from en route. 

 
  



Thursday 20th September  Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Craignant to Llangollen 

Distance: 10.0 Miles Walk Day 12  Time 5.5 hrs. 

Today we get dropped off just up the road from where were 
picked up previously and descend down into Nanteris valley 
re-joining 
the Trail 
with good 
views of 
the canal, 
rail and 
road 
aqueducts 
before a 
short climb 
to Castle 
Mill. 

 

We then climb the wooded hillside to 
Tyn-Y-Groes with a fine respective view to Chirk Castle.  
We eventually descend down to the canal where the walking is 
easy before we cross the river on the renowned Pontcysyllte 
aqueduct. 
We then follow the panorama walk beneath the jagged crags 
of the limestone escarpment before we descend back to the 
campsite. 

  



Friday 21st September Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Llangollen to Llanarmon-yn-Lal  

Distance: 12.5 Miles Walk Day 13  Time 7 hrs. 

We climb back up along the road from the campsite to re-join 
the trail and continue along the road before joining a gravel 
path along the moor ridge hopefully giving some fabulous 
views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 
LLandegla we have a serious climb to Moel y Plas before we 
eventually divert from the path to drop down into Llanarmon-
yn-Lal where there is a community shop selling teas and 
coffees and other refreshments if we have time while waiting 
for the bus.  



Saturday 22nd September  Moving on/Rest Day 
We move on to our last campsite today; 
Rhuallt Country Park, 
Saint Asaph, 
LL17 0AW 
Tel; 01745 530099 
Website: www.www.RhualtCountryPark.co.uk 
Lat: N 53.263259° Long: W 003.396260° 
 
Please check in on arrival the site fees have already been 
paid. 
 
Rhuallt Country Park is a peaceful 4 star touring park nestled 
near an area of outstanding natural beauty in the heart of 
North Wales. 
 
Located in the Clwydian Valley, Rhuallt Country Park is 
located very close to Offa’s Trail. 
 
There is also a restaurant on site, which we have booked for 
our final meal. 
  



Sunday 23rd September Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Llanarmon-yn-Lal to Moel Arthur Fort  

Distance: 9.5 Miles Walk Day 14  Time 5 hrs. 

Today we will be dropped off close to the path and continue 
along the western shoulder of Moel Gyw joining a stretch of 
road before climbing the abrupt southern slopes of Foel Fenlli. 

Then following the contour around a hill fort giving excellent 
views, before we ascend the Moel Famau summit eventually 
leading to a descent to the car park below Moel Arthurs Fort 
and hopefully a waiting bus. 

There are no refreshment facilities today.  

  



Monday 24th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 

Moel Arthur Fort to Rhualit 

Distance: 9.0 Miles Walk Day 15  Time 4.5 hrs. 

Our penultimate day of walking takes us back to the base of 
Moel Arthur’s Fort where we walk around the eastern shoulder 
before continuing on to the massive hill fort of Penycloddiau 
the largest in Wales. 

 

We then continue around the 
western shoulder of Moel y 
Parc to eventually reach the 
village of Bodfari we then 
climb to the southern ramparts 
of Moel y Gaer. 

We eventually drop down to a 
lane on the line of the Roman 
road from Chester to 
Caernarfon into the village of 
Rhualit and the campsite. 

 
  



Tuesday 25th September Depart from Site: 9:00am 
Rhualit to Prestatyn 
Distance: 8.0 Miles Walk Day 16  Time 4 hrs. 
Our last day is relatively short to what we have been used to, 
we leave the campsite to climb through some woodland, cross 
the stone stiles to eventually reach the highest point of 
Prestatyn hillside. 

Before dropping steeply 
down to Prestatyn to make 
our way along the roads to 
the sculpture marking the 
end of the trail. 

Traditionally at this point 
boots and socks are 
removed and a walk into 
the sea marks the end of 
your journey and gives 
some relief to those tired 
feet.  
We will also ceremoniously 
throw our stones that you 
have all been carrying in 
your rucksacks into the 
Irish Sea before having a 
celebratory toast to each 
other. 

The bus will then collect us to take us back to the campsite  



Final Dinner 

We have arranged a well-earned final celebratory dinner at the 
Whitehouse Restaurant, which is on site so no more walking! 

 

Wednesday 26th September Fond Farewells 

Today we are requested to leave the site by 12:00 noon. 

We wish everyone a safe journey home. 

Don’t forget to hand in your completion card to be entered 
into the Offa’s Dyke Hall of Fame 

 

 

  



Your Menu Choices 
Welcome Meal – Riverside Hotel, Monmouth  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halfway Meal – Mellington Hall Country House Hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Meal – The Whitehouse Restaurant, Rhualit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please enter your weights in Kg’s in the boxes below 
Start         Finish 

	

	

	

	 	 	 	



	 ICA - Offa’s Dyke Trail 2018 
This is our objective, the landmark at the end, which I hope we 
witness all together. 

Thank you all for what we hope will have 
been a very enjoyable holiday challenge. 

 

www.icacaravanning.org. 

Compiled by Stephen Harvey 2018 


